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PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method for producing a copolymer having a high specific 
viscosity, by using a polymerization initiator to polymerize maleic anhydride and methyl vinyl ether in a 
normal pressure reaction system while suppressing the generation of a homopolymer of one of these 
monomers or a copolymer having a rich composition of one of the monomers. 
SOLUTION: This method for producing methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride copolymer by using maleic 
anhydride, methyl vinyl ether, a polymerization initiator and a solvent comprises charging a maleic anhydride 
solution consisting of the maleic anhydride and the solvent in a reactor, heating-up the solution, adding a 
part of the methyl vinyl ether to the reactor and mixing the added product, and further adding the 
polymerization initiator and the remainder of the methyl vinyl ether to carry out the reaction. 
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NOVELTY - Manufacture of methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride 
copolymer uses maleic anhydride, methyl vinyl ether (MVE) , 
polymerization initiator and a solvent as reactants . A mixture of 
polymerization initiator and a part of MVE is added to heated maleic 
anhydride solution containing maleic anhydride and solvent. 
Subsequently, the remaining MVE is added. 

USE - For the manufacture of methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride 
copolymer (claimed) . 

ADVANTAGE - The manufacture of methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride 
copolymer provides copolymer with high specific viscosity and high 
transparency at normal pressure. The manufacturing method inhibits the 
formation of homopolymer of any one of the monomers . 
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